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Plea for the Rights of Conſcience, in 
Things of a Religious Nature. 
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By a Diſſenting Proteſtant. 
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ho claims for himſelf a Right of private 
judgment, and to attend on ſuch a Miniſtry, 
and ſuch Teaching, as appears to himſelf, to 
be agreeable to he Holy Scriptures, and 
pprehends that this Right belongs to 
Chriſtians of every Denomination, 
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Good Conſcience Men allow (they "EY 
But muſt be underſtood, 

To ſay as they themſelves do 10, 
Or * it can t be Ou. 


eee — — — : — | 
B 0 £8 7 O Ne ME 
ed and Sold by S. e oppoſite the babs 


in Queen- Street. 753. 


x i 


— — 


Rn RES Une 


$ * 
4 « 7 . 
, 
\ 
- 
— * 
* 1 # f 
IE 
% . 
* 
= * 
R * 
- * 2 
- I * 7 J 
* . 7 ? 
. 
- 
8 fi 
6 * 
F 
* 
ö 1 
- 
* 
o * 5 
*% 
* * ; 
” 
* *% 
* 
= - a w 
p 
2 « . 2 
* 4 * 1 
+ 5 
. — - 4 - 
2 g 
/ N * 
* 47 8 a * 
> * | 
= : 1 : pe 
=» La 8 
* * * — 8 | 
* 8 ; o 1 
25 1 l a 
x 5 ö 
* * 
0 * ' * 
4 # 5 4 
= 
. 
” 
. 4 4 8 : 
. . s 
= N 2 
— 
. 
4 
— 
* 
1 1 
» * 
in + 
Ss %. 


x * n 
— w 
+ A + - 


a - 
ö 2 2 
% 


* 


* z Wh % 1 1* 


\ 
* 
> > 5 0 * 
5 a 9 * « % 3 ap . 
, . / % % = 
; „ 
. 1493 8 
5 5 © If Ws. 
* * * oy 
5 k L : \ alt 
4 - y * 46Y * Py * 4 7 4. I 7 
, F 2 . 
* 


FFF 


j 
i 


June 17 52. 


Honoured Sir, — 


9055 S your Relation to the Legiflature of this Pro- 
As vince (as an honourable Member of the Great 
© and General Court or Aſſembly) gives you an 
BEE Opportunity ; ſo I am perſwaded, you are 
very ſenſible that you are under proportionable 
(bligations to ſtudy the Welfare of the People of this 
Province, not only by promoting and forwarding of ſuch 
Ads and Laws, as are or may be found neceſſary for the 
Encouragement of Virtue and true Religion, and ſuppreſſing 
F Vice and Immorality, but alſo by diſcountenancing and 
ppreſſing ſuch Oppreſſions as (under Colour of Law) are 
tany Time exerciſed, to Infringe the juſt Rights of Conſci- 
mce, in Matters of Religion. And whereas an Opinion 
tems to have generally prevailed among the People of this 
Province, That in every Town and Precinct (except the Town 
af Beſton) All the Inhabitants, are by the Laws of this Pro- 
ince, obliged to pay to the Settlement and Support, of ſuch 
| Miniſter as the major Part agree upon, unleſs a minor Part 
iſenting) do profeſs themſelves to be of the Epiſcopal, 
Anabaptiſt, or erg Perſwaſion; I perſwade my ſelf, 
jou will eaſily obſerve, that ſuch an Opinion (fathered on our 
F A & | Province 


Province Laws) carries in it very undue Reflections upon eil an 
honourable Legiſlature, and repreſents our Laws, either u Lz 
juſt· and partial, or inconſiſtent one with another; whereas ind 
the Word All in our Laws, might be allowed to intend, fine c 
an is commonly intended thereby, in ſacred Wrifffie r 
ould be no Colour for ſuch a Pretence. And muſtvir 
very abſurd to imagine, That our honourableLegiſlYl cc 
ture intended any other by the Word All, than All who dif vel 
or ought to attend that Miniſtry, excluſive of ſuch as conſ 
enciouſly diſſent therefrom ? Or that when they in very eve 
preſs Terms, enacted, that © each reſpective gatheredChurdſ an 
in any Town or Precinct within this Province, that at ant L 
* Time ſhall be in want of a Miniſter, ſuch Church ſhalffd fi 
have Power, according to the Directions given in theWorWouni 
* of GOD, to choſe their own Miniſter“? That, that hoop 
nourable Court intended thereby no greater Liberty to con fer 
giencious Diſſenters, than the Egyptian Monarch propoſed (Yen 
grant to the Children of Iſrael, when he ſaid, Go ye, ſerve thi: el 
Lord, only let your Flocks and your Herds be ſtayed. Or thaleac 
they were influenced meerly from politick Motives, and no 
from a religious Regard to the Rights of Conſcience, andthi 
Rules of commutative Juſtice, in freeing the Eſtates of th 
Members of Epiſcopal and Anabaptiſt Churches, and th@nt; 
People called Quakers, from ſupporting a Miniſtry in whicliiffe 
their Conſciences do not acquicf: ? en 
Surely, ſuch a wiſe, religious and Proteſtant Legiſlatuqe 
(being allo themſelves Diſſenters) could neither thro' Ignoſſe 1 
rance of the Nature of Religion, or the Nature and Officq 
of Conſcience, be brought to ſuppoſe, that true Religion is ta ace 
be propagated by external Force or Compulſion; or that 
Conſcience even tho? it be erroneous) is in ſuch a Way, or by 
ſuch Means, to be regulated or rectified. Nor could they be 
ſo inadvertent as to determine, That all the Inhabitants of 
a Town or Precin&t, where ſame are of the Calviniſtical and 
others of the Arminian or Latitudinarian Perſwaſion, might 
conſiſtent with a good Conſcience (that is, without ſinfully 
counteracting the Difates of their own Conſciences) continue 
together as one Congregation : Or, that it can be poſlib, 
that any one Miniſter ſhould fo diſpenſe the Word of God 


in ſuch a mixed Aſſembly, as to Anſwer (in the Opinion ol 


mould chuſe their Diet: and that it was unreaſonable to co 
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But fince there is ſuch a Thing as a ſpiritual, . as well 
corporeal Senſation, can there be any Reaſon aſſigned, y 
the Choice of Food for our Souls, any. more than for « 
Bodies, ſhould be refer'd to the Judgment (not to ſay HI 
mours) of other Men? Yet I am perſwaded, that if it we 
but ſuſpected, that any Laws of, the Province had put it 
the Power of a major Part, to provide a coſtly Entertai.. 
ment, for the whole Town, once a Week, and to compel eve 
one to pay his Part of the Coſt, it would raiſe a grievo 
Hubbub, and People would be apt to think it an Infringꝗ 


ment upon their natural Rights, as Men, that other M 


pel them to pay for the Proviſion, if they found it ſo uaſavoul" 
that they could not eat it; and much more if they were ali 
ed that ſomething of a poiſonous Quality, or that had a Te 
dency to breed Diſeaſes in the Body, was mixed with it. No 
in as much as the Care of every Man's ownSoul is peculi⸗ 
belonging to himſelf,” and is of infinitely greater Import: 
than the Concerns of the Body; and we are pathetically ca 
tionedto take Heed both how, & what we hear. Tobeware 
falſe Teachers & corrupt Doctrines, and are expreſly requit 
to ceale from hearing the Inſtruction that cauſeth to & 
from the Words of Knowledge, it cannot be leſs reaſonal 
and neceſſary (but vaſtly more ſo) that every Man be ll 
entirely free, to act according to the Dictates of his own U 
derſtanding, in the Choice of his ſpiritual Food, and to p 
himſelf under ſuch a Miniſtry as he apprehends to be agre 
ble to the Mind of Chriſt, and conſequently moſt likely 
ſubſerve his own Ediacation. 

And all Attempts to diſenable a minor Party in any To 
or Precinct for, or with Reſpect to the Support of ſuch 
agreeable Miniſtry for themſelves (by wreſting their Eſtat 
irom them towards the Support of a Miniſtry, in which the 
Conſciences cannot acquieſce) are far from having a Lenden 
to promote Goſpel Order, or the Growth of Chriſtiani 
and diſcovers more of an Anti-Chriſtian perſecuting Sp! 
and Temper, than a Deſire to advance the Inteieſt of Pe: 
Truth and Holineſs. 

And whereas ſome object, That it ſuch a Freedom fre 
Taxations for the Support of the ſtandingMiniſtry, be allo 


ed to a minor Party, that this would open a Dear on K 
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rly out of Prejudice, yet under a Pretedee of Conſtiviee,;- 
et up ſeparate Aſſemblies : I would only inquire, Whether 
Door be not already open for ſuch Separations as thoſe, 
the Acts formerly made to free the Members of Epiſco- 
land Anabaptiſt Churches, and the People called Quakers y 
vhether thoſe Acts do any more than only put them into 
wal Poſſeſſion of thoſe Rights of humane Nature, which 


ich cannot be juſtly denied to — of His Majeſty s Pro- 
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ily belonged to them before thoſe Acts were paſſed, and 


tant Subjects of this Province. 
co Another Objection which 1 have- ſometimes heard is this, X 
vou That to oblige all to pay to the ſtanding Miniſtry, is 
an cable to the Wiſdom of the Nation; Diſſenters, notwith- 
Ting the A&t of Toleration, are obliged to pay Tythes. 


which the ſtanding Miniſtry is ſupported. 

reply to this Objection, That our Predecelfors in this 
nd diſclaimed {any. Pretence to a National or Provincial 
nſtitution of Churches; and in as much as our Churches 
r are Congregational, and with Reſpect to their Ecceleſi- 


In that of the National Church, I can ſee no Reaſon why 
e whole Regimen, Services and Ceremonies of the National 
durch, may not be urged for our Imitation, with as great 
ice and Strength of Argument, as thoſe National Acts, 
och oblige Diſſenters there, to bear a Part in the Charge 
he Incumbents. And verily, if I thought (as it feems 
ultitudes do) that our Laws have veſted a Majority in each 
wn and Precinct, with a Power of impoſing miniſterial 
tes or Taxes, at their Pleaſure, upon ſuch as diſſent from 
em in their Choice of a Miniſter, I-could ſee no Grounds 
hope that the Perſecution would ſtop here, but think that 
eb is ſet open to proceed from this, to the higheſt De- 
e of Perſecution, and ſh6uld be ready to expect that in a 
ut Time Diſſenters will be favoured with at leaſt as much 


201 
Spi redom and Liberty of Conſcience, under the Government 
Palit kD Diocesan, as under the popular Authority of 


kd MAJORITTV. 

And now (Honoured Sir,) Since our Laws are conſtrued 
| many to intend ſuch a Power, I refer to your ſuperiour 
dement, whether Reaſon and Religion, as well as the juſt 
adication of the Laws of this Province (relating t to the 


ical Conſtitution, and Mode of Worſhip,are very different 
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e 4 8 of Mioifters) As foch aver ond f 
» does not require, that ſomething be done, in a very 
Manner, to reſcue them from ſuch Miteonttructen ac 
prevent their being abuſed to Injuſtice, Oppreſſion and fps 
ritual Tyranny ? fad Inſtances whereof, have. uy "een! 
in a Places i in our r Land, | So. Teſts, * 
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F £2 7 ancient Ages, 4M the Engliſh Reals” bs - 208 
| '$ And popiſh Zelots, placed at the Helm - + N 
5 | To Ali that Religi ion : Tythes were. fx —— —_ 
1 | B/ Cannon Laws, with Soil 'intermix'd. | 
Which form'd the Engliſh Conſtitution ſo, 

That Aſter- Ages can't the Tythes forgoe : | 

And hence Diſſenters, are obliged there, 605 L0H: 44% f #0 

To pay Incumbents, whom they never hear} n vat 7 14H 

Which ſome condemn, as a- Prelatick Game, +7 ll «i 7 

Who yet, by Major VorE would play the ſame 3 : ; 

And Logp Majority would claim the Purſe” | 
For his Incumbents : than which nothing worſe, WENT. i 2M 

E -  LorxdLy Dioceſan, himſelf, - can claim : + -- ,.: = 
So theſe two Loxps do differ, but in Name, „ 
One pleading Engliſh Laws, for his Support: 
The other feigning Acts of our own Coutt ; ; 72 0-88 *. 
Alledging Law, in a perverted S ene _ (7 8 
To render CHarTER Grant, a meer Prethuce'; 131 76 41 3 
And as if Law and Charter both intend  . + 28 <6 
To cruſh one Church, Another to befriend: | 
They'd make them mean, the ſame that eee 0 - 5 Y 
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Go ſerve the Lord, but let pour  Flocks be ft f 1 949 ; 
But if one Church be tax d, to ſerve — . 4 ; hab 
No Matter whether, done by this or other. 1 "= I 
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